
Presented by Technology Integration Specialist, 
Christine Danhoff, of North Point ESC

 and PBS Western Reserve



with Christine Danhoff



PLANTING THE
SEEDS

WHY: Cultivate Curiosity & Inquiry

HOW: Grow PBL from the Ground Up

From Seeds to Sprouts: Launching PBL 



IS IT A.. .

https://my.pblworks.org/projects


STUDENTS BUILD A POPSICLE
STICK BRIDGE AFTER COMPLETING

A UNIT ON ENGINEERING.



AFTER A GEOMETRY UNIT, STUDENTS DESIGN
THEIR “DREAM BEDROOM” USING BASIC
MEASUREMENTS AND AREA/PERIMETER

FORMULAS, DECORATING IT WITH FURNITURE
CUTOUTS ON GRAPH PAPER.



STUDENTS WORK TOGETHER TO DETERMINE
HOW THEY CAN HELP THEIR COMMUNITY GROW

FOOD MORE SUSTAINABLY. THEY PRESENT
SUSTAINABLE GROWING METHODS TO A LOCAL

GARDEN OR FARMERS’ MARKET GROUP.



STUDENTS EXPLORE THE RISE AND FALL OF A
CHOSEN ANCIENT CIVILIZATION, THEN CHOOSE
HOW TO SHOWCASE AN EXHIBIT OF ITS GOLDEN

AGE AND DECLINE. THEY PRESENT TO AN
AUDIENCE DURING A PUBLIC MUSEUM EVENT.



WHAT DID YOU
NOTICE?



https://www.pblworks.org/doing-project-vs-project-based-learning


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GJv_05Be_Ttij9eiKGQutnEkP0vxnYRn/view?usp=sharing


https://www.weforum.org/stories/2020/10/top-10-work-skills-of-tomorrow-how-long-it-takes-to-learn-them/


CULTIVATE CURIOSITY
AND INQUIRY

It’s all about the
driving question!





https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QfIRRbaXRHv_E2wckKtFFP8NfQlTUzs9/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111926687820714839326&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1snBtEbr6rHsaDMBq2bVYUmxrld2766eLfWrg5hcKUDo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.briskteaching.com/?r=0
http://www.magicschool.ai/


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oymT9CXR_HOnxNrBJR0BQo6ZwFfLNG4P/view


“PASSION IS RARE;
CURIOSITY IS EVERYDAY.”

Quote from Elizabeth Gilbert, Social Media Post

https://www.elizabethgilbert.com/one-of-the-greatest-quotes-on-creativity-ever-i-am-a-big-advocate-for-the-purs/


GROW PBL FROM THE
GROUND UP

Start small.....
1 class period...

START SOMEWHERE!

http://startsole.org/


HOW TO.. .
ASK A BIG QUESTION

INVESTIGATE - 3-4 IN A TEAM, 1
TECH DEVICE, 20-25 MIN.

REVIEW - GROUP SHARE OUT 2 MIN.
EACH

DEBRIEF AND FEEDBACK



https://webapp.startsole.org/questions/search


TRY A SOLE WITH
YOUR CLASS...

NEXT TIME.. .
CULTIVATING PBL

https://startsole.org/
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