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Documentary chronicling construction  
of wooden bobsled-type roller coaster  
to premiere on Western Reserve PBS

“Flying Turns: Resurrecting a Legend” features Pennsylvania park’s coaster 
that formerly was popular at Euclid Beach Park   

KENT, OHIO — June 23, 2016 — What does it take to build a wooden roller coaster for which neither plans nor 
working replicas exist? A new documentary by StoryWorks.TV in Cleveland chronicles the process that took 
more than seven years to complete. “Flying Turns: Resurrecting a Legend” will premiere on Western Reserve 
PBS (WNEO 45.1 / WEAO 49.1) on Friday, July 15, at 10 p.m. 

After an absence of four decades, and roughly 70 years since the Flying Turns coaster was last constructed 
in the United States, it is now back at Knoebels Amusement Park in Elysburg, Pa. With virtually no available 
historic plans or construction documentation from the original rides, park president Dick Knoebel and a 
talented supporting cast worked for more than seven years to build an all-new “classic” coaster, rekindling a 
passion and craftsmanship thought lost to time. Knoebel’s passion for the coaster dates back to the 1960s, 
when he first rode the Flying Turns roller coaster at Euclid Beach Park in Cleveland. 

In 2006, StoryWorks.TV in Cleveland was granted permission by Knoebels to document the construction of 
the coaster. “Flying Turns: Resurrecting a Legend” provides a detailed account of the project through exclusive 
video, photographs and interviews. 

-more-



Gary Manke, who works for both Western Reserve Public Media and StoryWorks.TV, and his wife, Therese, 
are executive producers of the documentary. Additional air dates on Western Reserve PBS and on Fusion 
(WNEO 45.2 / WEAO 49.2) are available at http://westernreservepublicmedia.org/schedule.htm.

About Western Reserve Public Media
Western Reserve Public Media (formerly PBS 45 & 49) is the business name of Northeastern Educational Television of 
Ohio, Inc., a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation.

 A trusted community resource, Western Reserve Public Media uses the power of commercial-free television and 
related services to enrich the lives of people through high-quality programming and educational services that teach, 
illuminate and inspire. It serves the largest population of Ohio’s eight PBS member stations.  
 
Western Reserve PBS (WNEO 45.1/WEAO 49.1), a service of the organization, is the only broadcast television service 
that reaches all of Northeast Ohio. It is available to 5.13 million people in the Cleveland and Youngstown designated 
market areas. In an average month, more than 1 million people tune in. The organization also operates three 
standard definition channels: Fusion (WNEO 45.2/WEAO 49.2), MHz Worldview (WNEO 45.3/WEAO 49.3) and V-me 
(WNEO 45.4/WEAO 49.4). 
 
Our Educational Services Department provides technology training and educational content to over 24,000 educators 
and over 300,000 K-12 students, plus Ready To Learn Services to over 100,000 preschool children¹s parents and child-
care providers. 
 
For more information about the organization, visit www.WesternReservePublicMedia.org or call 1-800-554-4549.
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