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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

New documentary traces experiences of seven young 
Portage County soldiers

“The ‘Sojer Boys’ of Portage County” will premiere on 
Western Reserve PBS on Sunday, Feb. 3, at 10 p.m.

 
NORTHEAST OHIO — Jan. 17, 2013 — Some 2 million men fought for the Union during the American Civil War. 
More than 2,000 of them came from rural Portage County in Ohio. In a compelling new documentary,  
The “Sojer Boys” of Portage County, Fred Endres, of Kent State University, tells the story of seven of those 
young men. The production will premiere on Western Reserve PBS (WNEO 45.1/WEAO 49.1) on Sunday, Feb. 3, 
at 10 p.m.

As the nation commemorates the 150th anniversary of the Civil War, Endres, a professor-in-residence in 
the School of Journalism and Mass Communication, uses the letters and diaries of the men to take a close, 
personal look at the war. The seven men he follows ranged in age from 17 to 24. One was married with two 
children; the others were single. One was a blacksmith, one a teacher, the rest farmers. The documentary 
follows them as they experience the conflict: from their enlistment and early, rudimentary training, through 
their encounters with different cultures and people in the South, to their reactions to the boredom of camp life 
and the terror of the battlefield.

Endres keeps his focus on the men in the field, not the generals or politicians. Of the 2,100 men from Portage 
County who served in the war, more than 300 did not return. Two of the seven “Sojer Boys” were killed, and 
only one escaped spending time in a hospital for a wound or disease.

-more-



Students from Kent State and The University of Akron were involved in the documentary, which took more 
than two years to produce. They did research, uncovered old photographs and provided the voices for the 
soldiers and nurses featured in the program.

Commentary in the documentary is provided by Prof. Leonne Hudson, of the Kent State Department 
of History; Civil War author Richard Staats, of Suffield; Wayne Enders, president of the Portage County 
Historical Society; and Jackie Weaver Woodring, great-granddaughter of one of the soldiers in the 
documentary.

Support for the documentary came from the Kent State School of Journalism and Mass Communication 
and the College of Communication and Information.
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