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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

“Rebels on Lake Erie” Tells Story of Civil War Pirates

University of Akron professor’s documentary to premiere 
on April 23 on Western Reserve PBS

NORTHEAST OHIO — Friday, April 20, 2012 — In September 1864, a college-educated pirate from Virginia 
sailed out onto Lake Erie. He was intent on liberating the Confederate officers imprisoned on Johnson’s Island, 
near Sandusky, Ohio. That’s just part of the story of intrigue, conspiracy and adventure about the Civil War 
in Rebels on Lake Erie, which will premiere on Monday, April 23, at 10 p.m. on Western Reserve PBS (WNEO 
45.1/WEAO 49.1). Additional air dates and times can be found at http://www.westernreservepublicmedia.org/
schedule.htm.

Rebels on Lake Erie tells the story of young John Yates Beall and his abortive attempt to liberate the 
Confederate prisoner-of-war depot on Johnson’s Island. That prison was unique in the Civil War. It was built 
specifically to hold all captured Confederate soldiers. But as the war dragged on and more Confederate 
prisoners were captured, the prison was converted to one that held officers only — and a few political 
prisoners and spies. During the Civil War, more than 10,000 Confederate officers at one time called Johnson’s 
Island home.

Pirate John Yates Beall was unique as well. The wealthy Virginia plantation owner served under the legendary 
Confederate General Stonewall Jackson. But Beall is best known for his exploits on the Chesapeake Bay and 
Lake Erie.

-more-



Three years in the making, the documentary was written, directed and produced by Kathleen Endres 
of the School of Communication of The University of Akron under a grant from the Ohio Humanities 
Council. Rebels on Lake Erie was filmed at the Johnson’s Island prisoner-of-war-depot archaeological dig; 
in Sandusky, Ohio; and on Governor’s Island in New York City harbor. It features photographs, maps and 
illustrations from libraries and archives from across the nation and Canada.

For more information about the production, visit rebelsonlakeerie.com.
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