
WesternReservePublicMedia.org

1750 Campus Center Drive • PO Box 5191 • Kent, Ohio 44240-5191
330.677.4549 •  programs@WesternReservePublicMedia.org

A consortium of The University of Akron, Kent State University and Youngstown State University.

news release
Contact: Diane Steinert, Communications Coordinator
330-677-4549 or dsteinert@WesternReservePublicMedia.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Acclaimed PBS Documentary “The Civil War” 
To Air on Western Reserve PBS 

Rebroadcast coincides with 150th anniversary of the start of the Civil War

KENT, Ohio — Tuesday, March 29, 2011 — Western Reserve PBS will air The Civil War, Ken Burns’ acclaimed 
documentary, from Sunday, April 3, through Thursday, April 7, at 8 p.m. The rebroadcast coincides with the 
150th anniversary of the start of the Civil War on April 12. Local funding is provided with support from Hill, 
Barth & King LLC and The Western Reserve Historical Society.

The Civil War attracted an audience of 40 million during its premiere in September 1990. The New 
York Times called it a masterpiece and said that Ken Burns ”takes his place as the most accomplished 
documentary filmmaker of his generation.“ Tom Shales of The Washington Post said, “This is not just good 
television, nor even just great television. This is heroic television.” The series received more than 40 major 
film and television awards and attracted an audience of 40 million during its premiere in September 1990. 

The Civil War is the saga of celebrated generals and ordinary soldiers, a heroic and transcendent president 
and a country that had to divide itself in two in order to become one. Voices for the series include Sam 
Waterston, Jason Robards, Julie Harris, Jeremy Irons, Morgan Freeman, Paul Roebling, Garrison Keillor, Kurt 
Vonnegut, Arthur Miller and Studs Terkel. Historian David McCullough narrates.

About Western Reserve Public Media
Western Reserve Public Media (formerly PBS 45 & 49) is owned and operated by Northeastern Educational Television 

of Ohio, Inc., a private, nonprofit corporation and consortium of Kent State University, The University of Akron and 
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Youngstown State University. A trusted community resource, Western Reserve Public Media uses the power of 

commercial-free television and related services to enrich the lives of people through high-quality programming and 

educational services that teach, illuminate and inspire.

Western Reserve PBS, a service of the organization, is the only broadcast television service that reaches all of 

northeast Ohio. It is available to 1.8 million households and 4.4 million people in the Cleveland and Youngstown 

designated market areas. In an average week, over 500,000 households tune in. The organization also operates three 

standard definition channels, Fusion (WNEO.2/WEAO.2), MHz Worldview (WNEO.3/WEAO.3) and V-me (WNEO.4/

WEAO.4).

 

Through funding from eTech Ohio, Western Reserve Public Media provides K-12 educational technology training and 

instructional television programming to 21,500 educators and 256,700 students in eight Ohio counties. For more 

information about the organization, visit www.WesternReservePublicMedia.org or call 1-800-554-4549. 
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