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LESSON PLAN - HIGH SCHOOL  

 

Lesson Title: Charles C. Jackson, an African American Officer in World War I 

Lesson Created by: John P. Gurnish 

Suggested Class Subject & Grade: American History 9-12 

Lesson Duration: one to three 50 minute class periods 

   

Ohio’s New Learning Standards 

Historical Thinking Skills 

Content Statements 1, 2, 9, 10, 16, and 18. 
 

Lesson Abstract: Students will use the film Lost Voices of the Great War: Summit County in the First 

World War with supplementary primary and secondary sources to explain the experiences of African 

American soldiers during and immediately following World War I.  

 

Objectives 

1. Students will be able to explain the connection between the prejudices at home before the war 

and the treatment of African-American soldiers during the war. 

2. Students will be able to describe the role of African Americans in the military. 

3. Students will compare expectations of African Americans during the war with what actually 

happened to them afterwards. 

 

Primary/Secondary Sources  

# Source Title How source is used in the lesson 

1 Lost Voices of the Great War: Summit 

County in the First World War (Video) 

Documentary will be shown during class. 

 

2 Textbook – example: American History 

Reconstruction to the Present HMH 

Pub. Co. 2010 

This will be used in the classroom or as 

homework to give context and information 

about the topic. 

3 

 

Akron Beacon Journal. Monday, 

January 13, 1919, pp. 1 and 3 

(Newspaper Article) 

Newspapers.com (subscription 

required) 

https://www.newspapers.com  

Student handout and reading. Students will read 

this article and make a timeline of Jackson’s 

service. 

 

4 

 

Akron Beacon Journal.  Monday, April 

28, 1919, p. 10 (Newspaper Article) 

Newspapers.com (subscription 

required) 

https://www.newspapers.com 

Student handout and reading. Students will read 

this after viewing the video Fighting On Both 

Fronts: The Story of the 370th 

5 

 

“Charles Young, Miscellaneous 

Letters” (Letter dated March 23, 1917) 

https://www.ohiomemory.org/digital/c

ollection/p15005coll34/id/669  
 

Student resource. This letter written by the 

highest ranked African American in the U.S. 

Army just prior to the war will give readers 

insight as to how Young believed participation 

by African Americans in the war would prove 

their value and patriotism to the country. 

https://www.newspapers.com/
https://www.newspapers.com/
https://www.ohiomemory.org/digital/collection/p15005coll34/id/669
https://www.ohiomemory.org/digital/collection/p15005coll34/id/669
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6 

 

Fighting On Both Fronts: The Story of 

the 370th (PBS Video) 

https://www.pbs.org/show/fighting-

both-fronts-story-370th/  

Shown in class to give the overall story of 370th 

Infantry in which Charles C. Jackson served. 

 

 
Additional 

Source 1 
The Negro Soldier (You Tube Video) 

https://youtu.be/sWFoKPUyJXA 

 

 

Teacher resource. This is a World War II 

propaganda film used to recruit black men into 

the U.S Armed Services. 

 

Possible question to pose to students: How is 

the experience of African Americans during 

WWI portrayed in this film different than how 

their experience is portrayed in the Fighting On 

Both Fronts film? Does the purpose of this film 

have anything to do with this difference? 
Additional 

Source 2 
“The Long Road Home, African 

American WWI Veterans return to 

their communities” (Online Article) 

https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/i

ndex.php/ohio-in-ww1-articles/5821-

the-long-road-home.html 

Article written for the Ohio WWI Committee by 

Paul LaRue which contains additional web 

resources on African Americans in the First 

World War. 

 

Sequence of Instruction 

Lesson Element Allotted Time Describe Task & Teacher Responsibilities 

Introduction 5-15 min. Teacher will review the historic treatment of African Americans 

prior to the war based on what has already been covered in class.  

 

Topics should include loss of voting rights, challenges of finding 

jobs, getting an education, racial discrimination, segregation, Jim 

Crow, and the Great Migration.  

 

Activity 1 30-50 min. Students will read selections from the text on World War I and 

the 1920s. 

 

Activity 2 10-50 min. Students will view selections of Lost Voices of the Great War and 

answer the Guided Questions about Charles C. Jackson’s role 

during the war. Use the following sections from the video: 

Segment 6- “The Demands of Neptune” (15:05-16:10), Segment 

12- “The Drive” (35:30-36:23), Segment 14- “Armistice and 

Peace” (42:32-42:45), and (48:25-48:42). 

 

Activity 3 20 min. Use student answers to guided questions to frame a teacher-

directed review of the film. 

 

Activity 4 50 min.  View the film Fighting on Both Fronts: The Story of the 

370th. (26:06 Total Running Time) 

 Read the letter by Charles Young and the articles about 

Charles C. Jackson. 

  

https://www.pbs.org/show/fighting-both-fronts-story-370th/
https://www.pbs.org/show/fighting-both-fronts-story-370th/
https://youtu.be/sWFoKPUyJXA
https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/ohio-in-ww1-articles/5821-the-long-road-home.html
https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/ohio-in-ww1-articles/5821-the-long-road-home.html
https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/ohio-in-ww1-articles/5821-the-long-road-home.html
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 Discuss: Did African Americans meet the expectations of the 

nation during the war? Did they meet their own expectations? 

How did life change for them after the war? Compare 

Jackson’s experience in the 370th with other officers within 

that same unit. 

Assessment 30-50 min. Students will write a one page paper answering the question: 

Would Charles C. Jackson agree or disagree with the following 

statement: “American soldiers looked down on the African-

Americans who served with the French.” Support your answer 

based on what you’ve learned about the American and French 

Armies’ treatment of African American soldiers as well as 

Jackson’s service record and his perspective as an officer. 

 

Students answer the question backed with at least two facts (½ of 

grade). Include two details from Jackson’s service in the 

argument (¼ of grade). Presentation, neatness, spelling, grammar, 

and clarity (¼ of grade).  

 

Alternate Assessment:  Students will create a letter from a soldier 

of the 370th Infantry to his parents back home in Akron, Ohio. 

 

 The letter will be at least ten sentences in length.  

 The letter should cover a minimum of three subjects. 

Subjects may include: food, living conditions, and other 

soldiers in the unit, treatment by the French, activities, 

and questions relating to life in Akron. 

 Students will need to write about three different 

subjects.(½ of grade).  

 Length will need to be a minimum of ten sentences. (¼ of 

grade).  

 Accuracy, believability, format of a letter, and clarity (¼ 

of grade). 
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Watch the segments listed below from the film Lost Voices of the Great War and answer the 

following questions 

 
Segment 6- “The Demands of Neptune” (13:15 - 16:01) 
 

1. What company did Jackson work for before the war? 

 

 

2. What unit and division was Jackson assigned to? 

 

 

3. Who provided the arms and equipment for Jackson and his unit? 

 

 

Segment 12- “The Drive” (33:33 – 36:15) 
 

1. What rank was Jackson promoted to? 

 

 

2. What is another name for the Croix de Guerre?  

 

 

3. What word did the French people use to describe the work of the African American 

troops in the war? 

 

 

4. How do you think the French made Jackson feel about his service? 

 

 

 

Segment 14- “Armistice and Peace” (41:05 - 49:22) 

 

1. Jackson believed that his “faithful service” would bring results after the war. What results 

do you think he and other African Americans expected? 

 

 

2. What work did Jackson do when he returned home after the war? 

 

   

 

 

 

HANDOUT 1 

GUIDED QUESTIONS 
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Watch the video Fighting on Both Fronts: The Story of the 370th and answer the following 

questions: 

 

 
1. What made the 8th Illinois Regiment different from other African American regiments in 

the service? 

 

 

 

2. What kind of duty did most African American units receive when they arrived in France? 

 

 

 

3. Why was General John Pershing given the name “Black Jack”? 

 

 

 

4. How was the 370th discriminated against in France? 

 

 

 

5. Captain William Braddan of the 370th said of the unit that the officers could inspire their 

men to “charge hell with a bucket of water.” What does that imply about the quality of 

the officers?  

 

 

 

6. How did the French treat the 370th? 

 

 

 

7. How was the 370th treated when they returned home? 

 

 

 

8. What was the “Red Summer”? Name one thing that happened during that time. 

 

 

 

 

9. Why were the former 370th soldiers disillusioned after the war?  

 

 

HANDOUT 2 

GUIDED QUESTIONS  
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Newspaper article, Akron Beacon Journal, January 13, 1919, pp.1 and 13 

 

HANDOUT 3 

PRIMARY SOURCE #1 

Courtesy, Akron Beacon Journal 
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HANDOUT 4 

PRIMARY SOURCE #2 

Courtesy, Akron Beacon Journal 

Newspaper article, Akron Beacon Journal, April 28, 1919, pp. 1 


